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MAGAZINE PRODUCTION TEAM 
Editor Katherine Checchia 07751 802761 

Advertising Coordinator Jacqui Bonardi inspireadcord@gmail.com 

Distribution Coordinators 
Belinda Tanner 07856 656034 

Gavin McHale gavin.mchale@derryhillandstudley-pc.gov.uk 

Webmaster/Compositor Ian Liddle 
01249 816229 

Proof Reader Cathy Liddle 
 

Please send articles and other correspondence to: 
Mrs. Katherine Checchia  inspireeditor@outlook.com 
 

Please send advertisement copy and related correspondence to: 
Mrs. Jacqui Bonardi inspireadcord@gmail.com 
 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
Any opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual 
writers and are not necessarily the policy or opinion of Derry Hill and 
Studley Parish Council or its editor. 
 

By submitting content, contributors warrant that the content they 
submit is not obscene, threatening, harassing, libellous, offensive, 
deceptive, fraudulent, invasive of another’s privacy, or defamatory of 
any person.  
 

All advertising submitted must comply with current Unfair Trading 
Regulations. We accept no liability in respect of any content 
submitted by users and published by us or by authorized third 
parties.  
 

The Inspire publication is for informational, educational, and 
entertainment purposes only. The information provided within the 
publication does not constitute professional advice (e.g. legal, 
medical, financial, or other) and is not a substitute for consulting a 
qualified professional. 
  

All articles submitted for publication are subject to editing.  
The deadline for inclusion of material in next month’s magazine is 
the 16th of this month. 
 

ADVERTISING RATES 
 

All rates are for insertion in 10 consecutive issues of inSPIRE. 
Size Colour Approximate size of advert (Width by height) (cm) 

Quarter page £50.00 6 by 8 

Half page £100.00 12 by 8 or 6 by 16 

Full page £200.00 12 by 16 

Cover Picture: By Steve Calder. 

mailto:inspireadcord@gmail.com
mailto:gavin.mchale@derryhillandstudley-pc.gov.uk
mailto:inspireeditor@outlook.com
mailto:inspireadcord@gmail.com
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 The New 
Derry Hill 

Store is now 
open. 

The Post Office 
will follow soon 

 

National Lottery 
 

Open every day 
7.00am to 8.00pm 

 
 

01249 819209 
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Editorial 

As we move into December, the 
busy Christmas period and the 
year draws to a close, I’m 
delighted to bring you this final 
edition of inSPIRE for 2025. It’s 
been a season of change and 
connection, and as your editor, I 
continue to be inspired by the 
enthusiasm, creativity, and 
community spirit that make our 
village such a special place to live. 

Throughout the past months, we’ve shared stories of local events, 
celebrated achievements, and highlighted the people and groups 
who help our community thrive. My hope remains for inSPIRE to be 
a magazine that truly reflects every corner of village life — a space 
where all groups feel welcome to share their news, ideas, and 
celebrations. 

As we look ahead to a brand new year, I’d love to see even more 
voices represented in these pages. If you’re part of a club, 
organisation, or group that doesn’t yet regularly feature in inSPIRE, 
please do get in touch. Whether it’s a short update, an upcoming 
event, or a story that deserves to be told, your contributions help 
bring the magazine to life. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported inSPIRE this year — by 
reading, writing, or simply spreading the word. Wishing you all a 
joyful Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year. Here’s to another 
year of sharing, celebrating, and staying connected as a community. 

 

Katherine Checchia 
Editor 
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Derry Hill and Studley Parish Council 
 
At our November meeting, the Parish Council voted to 
procure some “Twenty is Plenty” adhesive stickers for 
wheelie bins. These will help reinforce the 20mph speed 
limits which cover much of Derry Hill and Studley. 

 
Before ordering them, we would like to gauge the level of 
community interest: if you would like stickers for your wheelie 
bins, then please email us at clerk@derryhillandstudley-
pc.gov.uk to register your interest. 
 
We have also been working on our budget for the next 
financial year. The Council’s running costs are funded 

through the “precept” – basically a surcharge on the Council Tax. The 
precept each property pays is determined by dividing the Council’s funding 
request by the tax base of the parish. Last year this worked out at £52.95 
for a Band D Property. 
 
This year, we have looked closely at the budget, prioritised funds in new 
areas and have made savings, resulting in a small reduction to our funding 
request. However, Wiltshire Council has advised us that they made an error 
in our tax base last year: this year, the corrected tax base is likely to be 7% 
lower. Subject to final approval of our Budget for 2026/27 at our December 
meeting, we estimate that the property precept will need to increase by 3-
9p/week depending on the  
 
Finally, we still have one remaining vacancy on the Council. If you are 
interested in joining the Council to serve your community, then please drop 
our Parish Clerk an email (details below). 
 
 
Keeping in Touch 
Website: www.derryhillandstudley-gov.uk 
Facebook: search ‘derryhillandstudley’ 
Email: clerk@derryhillandstudley-pc.gov.uk 
Phone: 07751 802761  
 

John Barnes 
Chairman 

20

TWENTY IS PLENTY

PLEASE DRIVE
CAREFULLY

mailto:clerk@derryhillandstudley-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@derryhillandstudley-pc.gov.uk
http://www.derryhillandstudley-gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@derryhillandstudley-pc.gov.uk
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Church Contacts CHRIST CHURCH -  DERRY H ILL 
 

If you wish to discuss arrangements for Baptisms, Marriages, 
Funerals or would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged or need to 
see a Vicar, then please contact the Team Administrator: 
 
Mrs Ann Stiff   Tel: 01249 816522     
email: enquiries@mardenvale.org.uk 
Team Office: 30 Church Street, Calne, SN11 0HU 
The office is open Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9am to 
1pm 

Church Wardens  

Mr Peter Rigby 01225 704356 Mr Ian Liddle 01249 816229 

PCC Treasurer (Tr) & Secretary (Sec) 

Mrs Dorina Freeman (Tr)  
07449 321199 

Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 07882 
469005 

 

FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 
special anniversaries and birthdays. The Spire is currently lit between 
7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 
Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Ian Liddle – 
iliddle1@btopenworld.com   01249 816229 
 

A donation to the church for the cost of the lighting is welcome. 

 

mailto:iliddle1@btopenworld.com
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Rector’s notes for December 2025 
 

One of the aspects of clergy ministry which isn’t necessarily pointed 

out to candidates applying for selection is that it’s helpful if a clergy 

person can sing, especially in traditional sorts of churches like the 

ones in our benefice. Notably at smaller funerals, where the family is 

nonetheless keen to include a couple of hymns, the vicar does 

sometimes end up nearly singing a solo.  
 

Happily for me I really enjoy singing. Every Monday evening I join in 

the bass section of Calne Choral Society, which incidentally has 

people in it from across the benefice, though we rehearse in Calne. 

We do three or four concerts a year, always in St Mary’s Church, and 

the audience is mainly made up of our long-suffering family members. 
 

In my two years here, we’ve done a few challenging works which have 

been definitely been more fun to sing than for the poor audience to 

listen to. So imagine our delight when this year we were presented 

with a piece published only in 2019 which not only (a) is in English, so 

the audience has a sporting chance of understanding the words and 

(b) retells the Christmas story, so the audience already has an idea 

what’s going on, but it also includes some absolutely gorgeous, 

harmonious music that makes my soul sing as well as my vocal cords. 

I’ve played it in the car a little bit, and last week my wife Alice actually 

asked me to play it again – unheard of for a Calne Choral piece! 
 

The reason I’m mentioning this is because it’s an example of how the 

age old Christmas story of God coming among us is still inspiring 

people to retell, and reimagine, the story – even in the 21st century. 

The work is called Christmas Oratorio by Bob Chilcott and you can 

listen to it on Spotify or Amazon Music. Shameless plug: you could 

even come and hear it live on Sat 13th Dec at 7.30pm at St Mary’s 

Church! 
 

More unusually for a big Christmas work it includes the Magnificat – 

the words of Mary just after she’s been visited by Archangel Gabriel. 

She proclaims the greatness of God, but also speaks of God 
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scattering the proud, casting down the mighty from their thrones, 

sending the rich away empty, while filling the hungry with good things 

and lifting up the lowly. It’s a timely reminder that God is particularly 

interested in the people who have the least, and those society typically 

overlooks, or even looks down upon. Worth remembering as we 

approach Christmas with its temptation to over indulge. Is there a way 

we can share our abundance with those who have very little? 
 

This Christmas season may God enable us to hear with fresh 

understanding the age-old story, the extraordinary good news, that 

God loved the world so much that he had to live among us in the 

person of his son Jesus Christ. 
 

With my prayers and best wishes 

Caspar Bush,  
Team Rector of the Marden Vale Benefice. 

 

CHRISTMAS AT STUDLEY METHODIST CHURCH 
 

We welcome you to share with us at our special events over the 
Christmas Season 
 

Sunday 14th December at 4.00pm 
“CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT” - with Rev. David Gray 
Come and enjoy singing your favourite Christmas Carols 
Cash collection in support of the MND Association 
 

Christmas Eve at 9.00pm  
“MIDNIGHT IN BETHLEHEM”  
An hour to reflect and share in Christmas Night Communion. 
 

Our regular Sunday services continue throughout December at 10.30am 
(4.00pm on 14th) – all are welcome. 
 

COMMUNITY CUPPA – on the first Tuesday of every month in the 
church hall, from 10.30 to 12.00 – all are welcome to drop in. 
 

We wish you all a Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year 
 

From your friends at Studley Methodist Church 
(Find us in Studley Lane, 200 metres below the sawmills) 
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December 2025 Church Services 

Time Church Service 
Wednesday 3rd  

10am St Mary’s, Calne Holy Communion 

Sunday 7th Advent 2 

8am St Mary’s, Calne Holy Communion 

10am St Mary’s, Calne Holy Communion 

9.30am Christ Church, Derry Hill Spoken Holy Communion 

10.30am Christ Church, Derry Hill All age Service 

3pm St Mary’s, Calne Remembering Service 

4pm St John the Baptist, Foxham Christingle 

6pm St. Martin’s, Bremhill Evensong 

Wednesday 10h 

10am St Mary’s, Calne Holy Communion 

Sunday 14th Advent 3 

8am St Mary’s, Calne Holy Communion 

9.30am St John the Baptist, Foxham Holy Communion 

10am St Mary’s, Calne Holy Communion 

11am Christ Church, Derry Hill Holy Communion 

6pm St. Martin’s, Bremhill Holy Communion - BCP 

Wednesday 17th 

10am St Mary’s, Calne Holy Communion 

Thursday 18th 

10am St Mary’s, Calne Holy Communion 

Sunday 21st Advent 4 

8am St Mary’s, Calne Holy Communion 

10am St Mary’s, Calne Holy Communion 

10am Holy Trinity, Quemerford Family Carol Service 

11am Christ Church, Derry Hill Holy Communion 

3pm St Peter’s, Blackland Carol Service 

4pm Christ Church, Derry Hill Carol Service 

6pm St John the Baptist, Foxham Carol Service 

6pm St. Martin’s, Bremhill Carol Service 

6pm St Mary’s, Calne Carol Service 

8am St Mary’s, Calne Holy Communion 

Wednesday 24th Christmas Eve      

No mid-week10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

3pm Christ Church, Derry Hill Carols and Crib 

4pm St Mary’s, Calne Crib Service 

6pm Bowood Chapel Carol Service 

9pm St. Martin’s, Bremhill Midnight Mass 

11pm St Mary’s, Calne Midnight Mass 
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Details of the other Church services are available on the Marden Vale 
Benefice Website (https://www.mardenvale.org.uk/) 

 
 
 

  

December 2025 Church Services (cont’d) 
Thursday 25th Christmas Day 

9.30am St John the Baptist, Foxham Family Communion 

10am St Peter’s, Blackland BCP Communion 

10am St Mary’s, Calne Family Communion 

10.45am St. Martin’s, Bremhill Family Communion 

11am Christ Church, Derry Hill Family Communion 

Sunday 28th Christmas 1 

8am St Mary’s, Calne Holy Communion 

10am Holy Trinity, Quemerford Holy Communion 

Wednesday 31st Christmas 1 

10am St Mary’s, Calne Holy Communion 

January 2026 Church Services (Derry Hill only) 

Sunday 4th 

10.00am Christ Church, Derry Hill Holy Communion 

10.30am Christ Church, Derry Hill Family Service 

Sunday 11th  

11am Christ Church, Derry Hill Holy Communion 

Sunday 19th  

11am Christ Church, Derry Hill Holy Communion 

Sunday 25th  

11am Christ Church, Derry Hill Morning Prayer 

https://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
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Parish Clerk Notes 
 

As Parish Clerk I often see residents asking about road closures in the 
locality. You can see up to date details of roadworks in the area by visiting 
www.one.network  
 
I’ve looked for the next 3 months and the main one to note is a closure of 
Devizes Road from 12th Jan – 22nd April 2026 for some Wessex Water 
works, the record doesn’t state at this point if it is a 24-hour closure or 
overnight works.  
 
Next Council Meeting Dates 
Monday 1st December 2025 @ 7:30pm – Finance Committee 
Monday 8th December 2025 @ 7:30pm – Full Council 

 
Katherine Checchia 

Parish Clerk 
 

 

Funding Opportunities for local groups 

Did you know about the funding opportunities through area boards?   

Cllr Mel Jacob, Cabinet Member for Communities, said Area boards 
exist to work alongside other organisations to make things happen in 
their communities. These groups can include town and parish councils, 
voluntary and community groups, youth organisations, sports clubs and 
local charities. I am delighted that our Area Boards have been able to 
support such a wide range of activities that have supported both young 
and older residents, nature, the environment and the arts. 

Wiltshire Council devolves significant funding to the Area Boards in 
order for them to invest in local community projects and initiatives that 
meet local priorities. Information about how local organisations, groups 
and clubs can apply for a grant is available on the Wiltshire Council 
website. 

 

http://www.one.network/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wiltshire.gov.uk%2Farticle%2F6142%2FIntroduction&data=05%7C02%7CDonna.Mountford%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C28cb75f08f674dee930e08de28fa96bc%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C638993253898967155%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DnelmK3JknK26FyhcU26NnwqS4Ns2JZrxDA%2FQVGxSaU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wiltshire.gov.uk%2Farticle%2F6142%2FIntroduction&data=05%7C02%7CDonna.Mountford%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C28cb75f08f674dee930e08de28fa96bc%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C638993253898967155%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DnelmK3JknK26FyhcU26NnwqS4Ns2JZrxDA%2FQVGxSaU%3D&reserved=0
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DERRY HILL ART CLUB 
 

Some of our members celebrating 25 years as a community group in 
the village. 

We met this month for our regular Art Club session hosted by Andrea 
armed with the results of our latest challenges. Free to join and 
meeting the first Monday in the month 2 - 4pm and weekly Mondays 
7 - 9pm on Zoom. New members always welcome, beginners through 
to skilled. 
  

Phone Dani for more info Tel. 01249 816106 
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Lansdowne Hall News 
 

Roofing works 
Our thanks to local contractors Daylan Gleed Roofing and WEC 
Electrical for acting quickly to find a solution to the issues uncovered 
during the re-roofing of the Hall and to our users who were 
inconvenienced by the extended time the works took. Fortunately, the 
Christmas Fair was still able to go ahead, and we look forward to 
welcoming everyone to the Christmas Tree Lighting on 6th December 
at 4.30pm. 
 

Looking forward to the New Year 
Adding to the already busy schedule for 2026 the Hall welcomes new 
bookings from Stagecoach Performing Arts with classes on Tuesdays 
and Friday afternoons. 
 

The Hall runs on a not for profit basis to keep its facilities affordable to 
local users. To expand the range of activities offered to the community 
we welcome enquiries from anyone that needs space for a group or 
class to meet. You can see all the facilities the hall has to offer and 
book online at www.lansdownehall.org  
 

If you have any questions about a booking please contact Hall 
Administrator, Jane Clark 07860 940323  
administrator@lansdownehall.org 
 

Lansdowne Hall Management Committee 

 
Derry Hill Poppy Appeal 2025 
 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to this year’s Poppy Appeal. 
The total for the village, including the Shop, Kingston House and the 
Pub was £510.73. I would especially like to thank my collectors who 
gave up their time to do the collection. Unfortunately, the school 
poppies were delivered by someone else this year! The collection 
taken at the Remembrance Service for the Legion amounted to 
£192.35p. 
 

Cathy Liddle 
Poppy Appeal Organiser  

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
mailto:administrator@lansdownehall.org
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Let’s Talk About Blood 
 
Blood is a body fluid that delivers 
necessary substances such as 
nutrients and oxygen to the cells and 
transports metabolic waste products 
away from those same cells. 
 
Blood is classified into different types based on ABO and Rh 
characteristics. From a blood donation point of view both O positive 
and O negative are really important for very different reasons.   
 
O positive donors are really useful because anyone with an Rh-
positive blood type, more than 70% of the population, can receive O 
positive. 
 
More importantly though, everyone can receive O negative red blood 
cells. For this reason, O negative donors are often called “universal 
donors”. Air ambulances and emergency response vehicles carry O 
negative red blood supplies for emergencies. Collecting enough O 
negative blood is a constant challenge since O negative blood types 
make up only about 8% of the population. 
 
Right now the NHS Blood and Transplant centres need more blood 
donors. Medicines made from plasma save and transform the lives of 
over 17,000 people each year. Can you help?  
 
If you can make a regular annual donation of just £5 to help support 
the maintenance costs of the village defibrillators it would be 
tremendous. Please make an Annual Standing Order payable to: 
 
Account: Derry Hill & Studley Heartbeat   
Sort Code: 30-91-99    
Acct. No: 52349360 
 
Many thanks and keep safe. 
 

Julian (Chair) 01249 814145 / julesoliver3@gmail.com 

  

mailto:julesoliver3@gmail.com
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The Sky at Night: December 2025 & January 2026 

The long, cold nights of winter bring some 
of the year’s finest stargazing. With clear 
air, bright planets and two major meteor 
showers, December and January offer 
plenty of reasons to step outside and look 
up. 
 

December 2025 – Meteors and the Winter Stars 
The month opens with the Cold Moon on Thursday 4 December, 
bathing the landscape in silvery light. Around 14 December, the 
Geminid meteor shower peaks — one of the most reliable displays 
of the year, producing up to 100 shooting stars an hour under dark 
skies. 
 

Meanwhile, Jupiter dominates the evening sky, gleaming high and 
bright. Even binoculars reveal its largest moons, while small 
telescopes show swirling cloud bands. 
The great winter constellations — Orion, Taurus, and the glittering 
Pleiades — now climb into view, painting the sky with some of the 
season’s most recognisable patterns. 
 

January 2026 – Jupiter at its Best 
 

The new year begins with the Wolf Moon on Saturday 3 January, 
followed immediately by the Quadrantid meteor shower, peaking in 
the pre-dawn hours of 3–4 January. Swift, bright meteors streak 
across the northern sky if the weather cooperates. 
 

Around 10 January, Jupiter reaches opposition, shining at its 
brightest and visible all night long — a perfect time to observe its 
moons and bands. Saturn lingers low in the southwest after sunset, 
while the Orion Nebula remains a stunning binocular target. 
 

Stargazing Tips 
• Avoid nights close to the full moon for darker skies. 
• Let your eyes adjust for at least 10 minutes. 
• Wrap up warm, bring a flask, and use a red torch to preserve 

night vision. 
 

Katherine Checchia 
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Book Club Review 
 

Guilty by Definition by Susie Dent 
 

This is an interesting and intriguing novel that 
you will enjoy if you are interested in language 
and word play. It is set in Oxford and the author’s 
love and descriptions of this historic city provide 
an atmospheric backdrop to the story. 
 

Martha Thornhill has returned from a decade in 
Berlin to take up the post of senior editor at the 
Clarendon English Dictionary in Oxford. When 
an anonymous letter arrives, it becomes clear that this is not the usual 
lexicographical enquiry as the letter hints at secrets and lies linked to 
the summer Martha’s brilliant older sister Charlie went missing. 
 

Guilty by Definition is a novel that explores the use of language, the 
connection between words and how they can be used to reveal or 
cover up truths. 
 

But it also is homage to language and it is sprinkled with the meaning 
and history of unusual words such as ‘velleity’ - the act of wishing or 
desiring, without any accompanying effort. 
 

When more letters arrive, who better than Martha and her team of 
lexicographers to solve this murder mystery. They start to unravel the 
complex clues and discover that Charlie was keeping a powerful 
secret. 
 

The novel explores the emotional aftermath of grief, and specifically 
the feelings of guilt and regret - and how Charlie’s disappearance has 
impacted the family and those around them. 
 

Overall, Derry Hill Book club enjoyed this novel though at times felt 
the delight in expanding and analysing words by the author interrupted 
the narrative and the flow of the story. 
 

We enjoyed the various characters in Martha’s team, especially the 
youngest member.  
 

Sue Deedigan 
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1st Derry Hill Rainbows, Brownies and Guides 
 
All three sections meet at the village hall on a Monday at 6pm, we 
enjoy doing a variety of activities each week.  We are looking forward 
to getting ready for Christmas and celebrating new promises being 
made 
 
 

If you are interested in volunteering or if you daughter would like to 
join us please do get in contact via https://www.girlguiding.org.uk.   
 

Lucy, Emma, Erica, Emma and Jess 

 
FODHS Friends of Derry Hill School  
 
We’re gearing up for our Christmas Bonanza which 
will be held on Friday 5 December at Derry Hill 
School. We have a lot of fun organising it and want 
to say a big thank you to all the staff, volunteers and 
stall holders that help us make it happen. We have it on good authority 
that a very special guest has taken some time out of his very busy 
schedule and will be attending again this year! 
 

This is such a fun event and allows us to contribute towards the 
children’s pantomime visit in December too! 
 

Don’t forget, you still have time to choose us in the blue-token voting 
boxes for the “Tesco Stronger Start” in-store fundraising scheme. Our 
project is called *Project Playtime* and our aim is to improve the 
outdoor play area at Derry Hill School with new play resources, Forest 
School equipment and the reintroduction of the Gardening Club. The 
boxes can be found at the big Tesco Superstore on Beversbrook 
Lane, Calne and the Tesco Express on School Road, Calne. Please 
do vote for us! 
 

Lina Middleton  
FODHS Committee Secretary 
  

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.girlguiding.org.uk%2Finformation-for-parents%2Fregister-a-child%2F%3Fgad_source%3D1%26gbraid%3D0AAAAAC7kpeK5p1clz5KUg08-AooqEZZXW%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIgbivxurliQMVcopQBh2pEwJ5EAAYASAAEgJUrfD_BwE&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cba52e2c41ff546f6272908de0cd84d61%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638962320309293500%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a0rwmGb9g%2BYV5ze8hroCz55DDdyE3dRqfiKA1oylm7s%3D&reserved=0


20 
 

Rub-A-Dub Pre-School 
 
We have had a busy month at nursery in November, 
with a few logistical challenges as well! We raised a 
huge £248.10 from our Bags To School Fundraiser, 
seeing parents and grandparents donate unwanted clothes and 
shoes to be exchanged for cash. Thank you everyone! 
 

The Quiz night was a huge success and we hope everyone who 
came had a wonderful time. All proceeds will go to our Rub-A-Dub 
fundraising total. 
 

The children and staff have been superstars as we re-located rooms 
due to the roofing works at the Hall. We are now happy to be back in 
our usual room and exploring the garden again! 
 

As you can imagine December is a busy and exciting month for us at 
Rub-A-Dub. We can’t wait to start the Christmas crafting and sing 
lots of carols! 
 

We have lots planned including a Christmas raffle with the top prize 
of a ‘wheelbarrow of booze’, a Christmas Party with a special guest 
visitor (ho ho ho) and of course our nativity. This Christmas the 
nativity will be at the church, which will be lovely for the children and 
parents. 
 
How you can help 
If you would like to buy a raffle ticket please scan 
this code to email for tickets 
 

We are looking for a Treasurer. We are currently 
seeking a Treasurer to join our friendly team. If you’re 
organised, enjoy working with numbers and would like to support the 
pre-school behind the scenes, we’d love to hear from you. Contact 
Jenny Wright on rubadubchair@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Megan Lee 
(Committee Secretary) 
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Derry Hill C of E (VA) Primary School 
 
Autumn has arrived and the children are loving exploring 
the world outside, looking at all the colourful leaves and 
spending time building dens with their friends in our outdoor space.   
 
We have also been taking part in lots of different activities for  
Anti-bullying week including wearing odd socks to celebrate all our 
differences. 
We have also had a visit from the school bookfair, we enjoyed 
spending time looking at all the books that were on offer and we were 
even lucky enough to have a few stories read to us.  
 
There are a host of Christmas events to mark in the coming weeks 
including the school Christmas Bonanza on Friday 5th December.  
There will be lots of stalls on offer for the festive season, so why not 
come along and join us from 5pm onwards! 
 

Mrs H Roberts 
 

 
Meditation – a contemplative space to be present 
Why not join us for an introduction to meditation 
on any Wednesday evening during the coming 
winter? Take a 30-minute break from your 
business and discover this gentle way of stilling 
your mind and body.  
 

We meet in Derry Hill Church and all are 
welcome. Each time we sit down to meditate, we are all beginners, so 
all you have to do is just turn up! 
 

And it is simple, we arrive in quiet and listen to a short reading before 
meditating together for 20 minutes. We end with a short reading. And 
there are chairs not cushions for us to sit on! 
 

We meet every Wednesday from 6.00 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.  
You can just turn up or if you need further information, please contact  

Janet Robbins on 01249 814845 

www.WCCM.org 
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Derry Hill United Football Club 
During November we were delighted to welcome 
five new families to Derry Hill Utd FC.  It is great to 
continue to see our football club grow. 
It’s not long until Christmas and we are busy 
organising our Christmas Social and Raffle.  
Thanks to generous local businesses we have great prizes.  The 
draw will take place on Saturday 13th December at 3pm, The 
Lansdowne Hall, Petty Lane, Derry Hill  
 
Prizes include:  
 
One month’s coaching from Southern Academy of 
Sport 
1 adult and 1 child voucher for Cotswold Wildlife 
Park 
£50 shopping voucher from S&K Autos 
Goody Bag from Tesco, Calne 
Christmas Hamper from CL Accounting 
Forza Rebounder from LJW Coaching 
2x vouchers for admission for Roves Farm 
Outdoor mini shoot from The Little Photo Company 
Children’s Christmas Hamper from Feat Building Services Ltd 
2 hour clean voucher from Claire 
Bottle of 2018 Marden Valley from Maud Valley Vineyard 
£55 voucher from Lawley Sports Therapy 
£10 voucher from Boston Burger 
30 minute back massage or facial from Find your zen 
 
And many more! 
 
If you would like to support the club and give yourself a chance of 
winning one of these amazing prizes please buy some tickets.  
Tickets can only be bought online.  To buy tickets follow this link ( 
https://app.teamfeepay.com/s/YZ9lyrQJ1t ) or by scan the QR code.  
Tickets on sale until 9pm on 12th December 2025. 
 

Claire (Administrator) 

Buy your raffle tickets by 
scanning the QR code 

 
 
 

https://app.teamfeepay.com/s/YZ9lyrQJ1t
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Wiltshire Youth Council 
 
Schools are being asked to encourage 11-17-year-olds to stand for 
the next election, which takes place between Monday 2 and Friday 6 
February 2026, with results announced the week commencing 
Monday 9 February 2026.  

The deadline for school sign-up forms is Monday 8 December 2025. 

Wiltshire Youth Councillors have the power to: 

• meet with key decision-makers at Wiltshire Council to inform 
them about what young people find beneficial and what could 
be improved. 

• consult with different services such as public health and 
transport. 

• conduct youth inspections in schools to ensure pupil's 
experiences and views are heard. 

• easily communicate with their peers, so young people's views 
are properly represented. 

 
Youth councillors will be elected to a two-year term and will be asked 
to commit one evening per month to attend a full youth council 
meeting, which will focus on issues important to them.  

They will also be expected to talk to their peers about issues and 
represent their views. 

For further information people can also 
contact  voice@wiltshire.gov.uk 
  

mailto:voice@wiltshire.gov.uk
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Scouting in Derry Hill and Studley 
 
“The method of instruction in Scouting is that of creating in the young 
person the desire to learn for themselves.”  
 

Robert Baden-Powell founded Scouting 118 years ago as a way to 
get young people (girls were originally part of scouting, as they are 
again today!) to gain the life skills he felt were missing from their lives 
and schooling. In many ways nothing has really changed, and that 
quote means as much today as it did a century ago. At all ages 
scouting is about encouraging independent skills, self-reliance and the 
‘desire to learn’. Give a man a fish and he’ll eat for a day, teach an 8-
year-old Cub to light a fire and tie knots and there is no end to the fun 
and mischief they can create.  
 

1st Derry Hill Scout Group currently has three very active sections that 
all meet at our hut on Old Road. Our Beaver Lodge for 6- to 8-year-
olds meets on Tuesday nights 6-7pm; our Cub Pack for 8 to 10 ½ 
year olds meets Thursdays 6.30-8pm; our Scouts for those 10 ½ to 
14 meet on a Wednesday, 7-8.30pm. 
 

In the last couple of years our young people have been on a group 
camp in Somerset where activities included shooting, zip lining, 
tunnelling and tomahawk throwing. A PGL residential, and a train 
journey to London. Scouts have been scuba diving and climbing, while 
cubs and Beavers have learnt first aid skills, outdoor cooking and fire 
lighting and been on night hikes and sleep overs. 
 

So far this term our Beavers are enjoying their move to the Scout Hut, 
now on a Tuesday evening, where they have been working towards 
the Disability Awareness and Communicator badges. The Beavers 
have also planted plots of daffodil bulbs in the hut grounds and look 
forward to seeing lots of spring colour. 
 

Our Cub Pack is currently one of the biggest in the Mid-Wilts district 
with 31 members and they have had a busy term of learning Road 
Safety around the village, an international night of foods, games and 
languages from around the world, a Bonfire night Party and starting 
their Chef badges to create a meal. 
 

The Scouts have spent almost every week out and about, either map 
reading, hiking, outdoor cooking or playing wide games like capture 
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the flag and manhunt. Five Scouts achieved their Gold Award 
expeditions this term, hiking over 20 km in one of the days. With the 
changing weather we will be more inside but still regularly out on hikes 
and games in the dark! 
 

All sections took part in November's Remembrance parade with an 
excellent turn out and all looked very smart. The Beavers made a 
wreath for the group and we donated money to RBL,  
 

Be Prepared 
 

Akela 
 

The search for leaders! 
 

“The most worth-while thing is to try to put happiness into the lives of 
others” 
 

More wise words from Lord BP and it is very much a mantra for 
becoming a leader in Scouting. There are a range of opportunities 
from occasional helpers or ad hoc offers of skills, to putting on a 
necker and leading from the front - no experience required and all 
training is provided.  
 

In all roles it is about putting smiles on young faces and skills and 
experiences in their hands - and you will probably learn as much along 
the way. We can’t offer amazing opportunities to our young people 
without a lot of help and a constant supply of new leaders!  
 

Please get in touch if you have any time or skills to offer the young 
people of the village. 
 

chris.johnmayer@btinternet.com 

 
1stderryhillcubs@gmail.com 
 

 
  

mailto:chris.johnmayer@btinternet.com
mailto:1stderryhillcubs@gmail.com
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Derry Hill and District W.I. 
Derry Hill W.I. is a very sociable group.  
We always enjoy our monthly meetings 
and are lucky enough to be able to afford 
excellent speakers who are both 
informative and entertaining - our thanks 
to Tina and her team for this.  However, 
many of us meet at other activities, our regular coffee mornings, walks 
in the summer, knit and natter, canasta and scrabble sessions a book 
club and the occasional meal out. 
  

This month we met at the Pewsham for 
coffee and will be looking forward to our 
Christmas meal at La Flambé.  Yes, many of 
us make cakes for our cake stalls, knit 
poppies and blanket squares and enjoy our 
trips out to local gardens but it’s not 
necessary to do any of these things, we 
mainly just enjoy the company of friends.  We 
must be doing something right because we 
now have a waiting list as the meeting room 
is getting a bit full.  if you are thinking of 
coming along don’t leave it too long!  
  

Derry Hill W.I. meet on the 4th Wednesday of each month (except 
August and December) at 7.30pm in the Lansdowne Hall. If you would 
like to come along or find out more, please contact our secretary, Liz. 
 

email: derryhillsec@wiltshirewi.org.uk 
 

Sally 
 
 
2025 Studley Poppy Collection 
 
A big thank you to all who contributed so generously to this year’s 
collection.  We raised over £363. 
 

Mary Emmerson - Your Poppy Collector 
  

mailto:derryhillsec@wiltshirewi.org.uk
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Derry Tots Toddler Group 
 
November Round Up 
Ain’t no stopping us! With the roof repairs at the 
Lansdowne Hall preventing us from hosting 
playgroup there most of this month, Bromham 
Community Hub were kind enough to let us use 
their facilities. We’re so grateful to have been able 
to continue sessions at such a lovely location, but 
I think we’ve all come to realise how lucky we are to have regular use 
of such a great village hall in Derry Hill. We’re looking forward to 
returning soon!  
 
We’ve still managed some great crafting activities despite the new 
location, and Tash from the Little Photo Company has joined us to 
take some festive photos of the children. It’s been a real pleasure to 
welcome some new faces to the group this month as well.   
 
Finally, the Toy Sale was a huge success again this year. Thank you 
to everyone who donated toys so generously and supported us on the 
day. Our parents, grandparents, and carers did such a great job 
getting the message out, sorting the toys and selling on the day.  
 
Looking Forward 
Our Christmas party will be taking place on Wednesday 17th 
December with children’s entertainer Dave Hickory booked in again to 
bring some festive magic to the children. This will be followed by a 
special visit from Father Christmas himself, some merry jingles and, 
of course, dancing and presents!  
 
Interested in Joining Us? 
If you’d like to know more about the playgroup, please contact us at 
enqdhuf@gmail.com or join our Facebook group, Derry Tots – Derry 
Hill Under 5s. We’d love to welcome you to a free trial session.  
 
Alex Morgan  
Derry Tots Committee Member 

  

mailto:enqdhuf@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3630812480559162
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3630812480559162
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JAZZ CLUB 
 
in Marden House, Calne 
 
All meetings are at 7 for 7.30pm on the last 
Tuesday of each month except December (when 
the last Tuesday this year is actually the day before New Year's Eve!) 
So nothing in December! 
 
Admission still only £10 please pay at the door (NB we have no 
posters, no tickets and no bar! So it's BYO refreshments. We have a 
longish interval for these!) 
Please reserve seats by replying to this email or by phone to 07976 
945055 . Please say where you prefer to sit (front, half way, rear or in 
the balcony). It's easy to reserve seats thus, and equally easy and 
welcome to cancel if you can't attend. 
 
You can now also reserve places for future shows in 2026!   Info on 
these please see below. Please remember we have no show in 
December! (Especially as this time the last Tuesday would fall on the 
day before New Year's Eve!) 
 
FUTURE PROGRAMS IN  2026! 
Jan 27th - NICK PAYN, sax, harmonica etc... 
 
Feb 24th DAVE NEWTON, piano + bass & drums 
 
Mar 31st - NAT STEELE, vibraphone plus 2 
 
APR 28th DORIAN'S TRIO, double bass plus 2 
 
MAY 26th, JAKE LEG JUG BAND 
 
SPECIAL FUTURE NOTE: 
June 30th will be our Twenty First Anniversary! 
 
Cheers, Best Festive Wishes and thanks. 
 

James 
 



30 
 

Hot Shots Walking Netball 
 
Hot Shots Walking Netball is a lot of fun 
and a chance to make some new 
friends. We have a great group of ladies, 
all ages and abilities.  Netball sessions 
are term time only and finish in time to pick up any school children. 
We do not play matches against other Walking Netball groups so there 
is no pressure! You only need a pair of trainers and a bottle of water 
to join in. 
 
If you would like to come and have a go it is £3 per session, Monday 
and Friday at 1.45-2.45 pm, term time only, on the outside multi-pitch 
next to Lansdowne Hall. An excellent way to socialise, have fun and 
keep fit. 

 

Tina  
 
 
 
 
Mobile Library Visits to Derry Hill 
 
Lansdowne Hall, Derry Hill 
14.30-15.45 
Tuesday 9th & 23rd December 
Tuesday 6th & 20th January  
 
Kingston House Derry Hill 
10.10-10.30 
Monday 15th December & Monday 12th January  
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Derry Hill & Studley Gardening Club 

 
 

At our November Meeting, the last of the year, we welcomed back 
Timothy Walker who gave a very informative and entertaining talk on 
how to bring winter interest to our gardens.  
The Competition Table of an Arrangement of Berries & Seed Heads 
was won by Sally. 
We held our 4th Christmas Fayre at the Lansdowne Hall on Saturday 
15th November. Thank you to our stall holders, helpers and everyone 
who came along – it was a great day. The Garden Club Gin (by 
Ramsbury Distillery) was very popular and we were delighted to sell 
out!     
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month February to 
November 7.30pm at Christ Church, Derry Hill. New members 
welcome.  

2026 Programme 

Date  Speaker Subject 

3/2/26 Paul Jupp Meadow in my Garden 

3/3/26 Gillian Taylor For the Love of Roses 

7/4/26 Ros Ford National Garden Scheme 

5/5/26 Ray Broughton Vegetables 

2/6/26 Summer Social 

7/7/26 Kate Holtom Caring for Houseplants 

4/8/26 Alan Holland 
TWIGS Community Gardens, 

Swindon 
1/9/26 Richard Rickitt A Buzz in the Garden 

6/10/26 Richard Cripps Pruning Trees and Shrubs 
3/11/26 Adam Alexander The Adventures of a Seed Detective 

Paula Wheatcroft 
pdoel@live.co.uk  07833 755232. 

  

mailto:pdoel@live.co.uk
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The Hub - serving Derry Hill, Studley, Old Derry Hill 
and Sandy Lane in North Wiltshire   
 

Click on the logo to access lots of 
information in our villages 
 

www.derryhillandstudley.org  
 
 
 
 

Community Committee  
Dates for your diary. 
 

Start your Christmas festivities this year at the 

Derry Hill Christmas Market and Lights On.  

16.30, 6th December at The Village Hall. 
 

• Countdown to Christmas Lights switch on.  

• Christmas stands including… 

• Hot dogs and mulled wine. 

• Cafe – Coffee, tea, hot choc and mince pies. 

• Children come to the Christmas Grotto and meet Father 
Christmas. 

• Dayspring nativity video and arts and crafts for kids. 

• Xmas Baker. 

• Derry Hill Theatre Club. 
 

Best Dressed Christmas House Competition. 
 

Go for it - we’re looking for…  

o Overall decoration theme and creativity, such as handmade 
decorations or personalized touches. 

o Use of lights and other outdoor décor, traditional or modern 
o It’s not just about having the biggest flashiest display but 

about creating a festive atmosphere that brings joy and cheer 
to the village, for example it could simply be a window 
display. 

http://www.derryhillandstudley.org/
https://derryhillandstudley.org/
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Judges will go around the village on or about 15 December. 1st, 2nd 

and 3rd prizes to be announced. 
 

What is wassailing? 

The purpose is to encourage the spirits into ensuring a good harvest 

the following season. It takes place on the twelfth night after 

Christmas and involves a visit to our orchard in Studley for singing, 

dancing, drinking and general merrymaking.  

Come and find out more…. 

4th January. 13.30 -14.30, 
 

Martin Handyside 

Community Committee 

 

 
Mothers' Union Prayer & Fellowship Group 

 

Mothers' Union Prayer & Fellowship Group met on 
Wednesday 5th November in Christ Church for what will 
be our last meeting of the year in Church as we will be 
going to The Lansdowne Strand in Calne in December 
for our Christmas meal. 
 

Our main theme for the meeting was making bags for Christmas which 
was led by Robyn; we all succeeded and had a very enjoyable and 
productive afternoon.  We finished with refreshments kindly done by 
Judi and Nan. 
 

We all look forward to our next year's programme which includes 
celebrating 150 years since the Mothers' Union was started by Mary 
Sumner who was a vicar's wife from Hampshire. 
 

All that remains is for me, on behalf of all our members, to wish 
everyone a Very Happy, Peaceful and Blessed Christmas. 
 

Barbara M Parry 
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Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill. 
 

Ofsted Registered Pre-school based in Derry Hill  
 

Open 5 days a week term time only from 8.30am 
to 5.30pm. Welcoming children from age 2.  

 
Forest Rangers on Wednesdays 

Rising Stars on Friday afternoons  
 

Our dedicated and caring staff support and nurture 
each unique child in a lovely environment, offering a 
wide range of activities to develop skills & learning 
including Maths & Language development, creative 

play, singing and lots more! 

 

Visit our website for more information: 
www.rubadubpreschool.com 

Or call us on 07894 073865  

Ofsted number: 199453 

about:blank
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Wellbeing notes 
Your Unique Pathway:  
Reflecting on 2025 with Stepping Stones 
 
‘To do’ lists can go on a bit. All those tasks 
we’re supposed to fit into our day can 
sometimes feel quite onerous. In their place, a 
creative friend of mine draws irregular circles 
across the page, to represent stepping stones. 
Each wobbly shape contains an achievable 
task; together, they form a pathway.  
 

Since we are now in December, this is my invitation to you to reflect 
on the year that has been, by drawing your own retrospective stepping 
stone pathway through 2025 – no artist skills required. What were the 
major life events that happened over the past 12 months? Happy, sad, 
or somewhere in between, these events probably helped to shape 
your entire year. Now, can you name a few smaller achievements – 
personal or family triumphs? Or maybe there were some projects that 
turned out to be quite tricky to navigate. Let each memorable event 
have its own stepping stone, until you’ve drawn a pathway across the 
whole of 2025. 
 

Once you’ve drawn your pathway, you might like to colour it in. Let 
your stepping stones be full of bright hues.  
 

Seeing your progress through the past year can be a useful tool for 
reflection. What lessons, skills and gifts do you now have as a result 
of your journey? How have you changed, or developed, as a person? 
Remember, above all, that your pathway through 2025 has been as 
unique, and wonderful, as you are. 
 

Suzanne Askham 
Wellbeing notes from Old Derry Hill 
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Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill. 
 

Ofsted Registered Pre-school based in Derry Hill  
 

Open 5 days a week term time only from 8.30am 
to 5.30pm. Welcoming children from age 2.  

 
Forest Rangers on Wednesdays 

Rising Stars on Friday afternoons  
 

Our dedicated and caring staff support and nurture 
each unique child in a lovely environment, offering a 
wide range of activities to develop skills & learning 
including Maths & Language development, creative 

play, singing and lots more! 

 

Visit our website for more information: 
www.rubadubpreschool.com 

Or call us on 07894 073865  

Ofsted number: 199453 
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